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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MPOL. UK, NATO 

SUBJECT: OPPOSITION MOTION ON DEFENSE CUTS 

REF: LONDON 401 

1 . THE QUALITY PRESS AGAIN IS HIGHLIGHTING DEFENSE IS- 
SUES IN ANTICIPATION OF TOMORROW'S DEBATE IN COMMONS 
WHICH, IN AN EDITORIAL IN THE TIMES, IS DESCRIBED AS 
PROMISING TO BE . .THE MOST SIGNIFICANT PARLIA- 
MENTARY SESSION ON DEFENSE FOR A DECADE." 

2. IN A WELL-BALANCED EDITORIAL COMMENTARY ON THE SAD 
STATE OF THE LEVEL OF GENERAL PUBLIC INTEREST IN DEFENSE 
MATTERS, AND ON THE "NEGATIVE, ILL-DEFINED COMMENTARY 
ON DEFENSE FROM THE LEFT", THE TIMES EDITORIAL IS HOPE- 
FUL THAT NOW THE IMPLICATIONS OF DEFENSE CUTS WILL NOT 
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PASS UNNOTICED BUT IT REMAINS PESSIMISTIC THAT THE 
DEBATE WILL NOT PREVENT THE DEFENSE BUDGET FROM BEING 
CUT - CUTS MADE ". . .PRESUMABLY TO PLACATE THE LABOR 
LEFT, ALREADY ANGRY OVER OTHER PUBLIC SPENDING REDUC- 
TIONS." 

3. YESTERDAY THE LEFT-WING TRIBUNE GROUP ANNOUNCED IT 
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WILL SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT . .SINCE THE TORIES WANT 
INCREASED ARMS SPENDING AND WE WANT LESS . . THE 
TRIBUNE GROUP WILL TABLE THEIR OWN AMENDMENT ASSERTING 
THAT THE PROPOSED 1.5 PERCENT (100 MILLION POUNDS) AND 
3 PERCENT (200 MILLION POUNDS) CUTS "ARE INADEQUATE". 

IT IS THE PROSPECT THAT SEVERAL LABOR MPS ON THE RIGHT 
OF THE PARTY MAY NOT SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT WHICH 
THROWS PARTICULAR INTEREST ON THE DEBATE. 

4. COMMENT: A REAL CHANCE EXISTS THAT THE DE- 
BATE ON THE LEVEL OF DEFENSE SPENDING COULD BEGIN TO 
PUSH DEFENSE MATTERS IN THEIR BROADEST SENSE TO THE 
FOREFRONT OF POLITICAL DEBATE. AS AN ISSUE DEFENSE 
SPENDING HAS BEEN RELEGATED TO AN ALL TOO QUIESCENT 
PLACE IN PUBLIC DEBATE. BUT IT MAY BE THAT THIS TIME 
THE OPPOSITION'S "TASTE OF BLOOD" - TOGETHER WITH THE 
EFFORTS OF LABOR RIGHT-WINGERS AND MODERATES TO MARSHAL 
SUPPORT AGAINST TOO HEAVY CUTS - MAY CONVERGE TO IM- 
PEL DEFENSE ISSUES TO BECOME A MAJOR FOCAL POINT OF 
PARTISAN DEBATE. WHILE WE REMAIN SKEPTICAL THAT PRI 
ORITIES IN PUBLIC EXPENDITURE CAN BE CHANGED SIGNIFI- 
CANTLY BEFORE THE UK'S ECONOMIC SITUATION HAS IMPROVED, 
WE MAY WELL BE WITNESSING THE END OF TREATING DEFENSE 
SPENDING AS A SACRIFICIAL LAMB TO POLITICAL EXPEDIENCY. 
CERTAINLY THE EARLY SIGNS THAT A REAL FIGHT IS BEING 
MOUNTED ON THE LEVEL OF DEFENSE SPENDING ARE EVIDENT. 

IF THE OPPOSITION KEEPS THE PRESSURE UP - AND THE 
BRITISH PUBLIC CARES ENOUGH TO SUPPORT THOSE WHO 
CHAMPION DEFENSE'S PRIORITY - WE MAY AT LONG LAST BE 
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SEEING THE END OF THE RUNDOWN OF BRITAIN'S ARMED FORCES 
AND DEFENSE EFFORT AS A WHOLE. 

ARMSTRONG 
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